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	The Pastor’s Message

January-February, 2012

Dear Members and Friends,

As I write this letter, I am preparing to take a little bit of time off. It is the day after Christmas and I need some down time. I sometimes wonder what the Christmas season will be like for me when I get to retirement; what will it be like to not have to worry about and prepare for Christmas as a pastor? My guess is that the first year it will be relaxing but that after that I’ll probably be looking for things to do. Taking this time apart will probably be like that; the first few days will be fine, but after that, I will probably grow restless with nothing to do. It’s why the vacations I usually take are of the active variety rather than the “laying by a pool” variety. 

Learning how to spend time quietly and in the presence of the Spirit of God is important for all Christians. Some people find it relatively easy to do this; they can quiet their hearts and minds and allow the Spirit to have free reign without much trouble. Others, like me, need the discipline of time apart and enough space to allow for mental decompression before we can let God do whatever it is God wants to do with us.

Whichever type you are, or if like most people, you are somewhere in between, the beginning of the New Year affords us a good opportunity to refresh and recharge. Now that the majority of the demands of 2011 are past and the challenges of 2012 are still in front of us, we have a bit of time where many of us can do what we need to do to allow the Spirit to perform its renewing work.

***********************************************************************************************

I want to take this last opportunity to invite those of you who have been behind in your giving to the work of the Church in 2011 to get caught up. We have a small window of opportunity to finish the year as strongly as possible. The Finance Committee is also working on the budget for 2012 and we need as much information as possible in order to put together a responsible budget. If you’ve not yet turned in your estimate of Giving for 2012, please do so ASAP. Either e-mail your estimate directly to Mel Hooper or send it to the church office.

(Continued on Page 3→)
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	Pastor’s News & Church Reports…

	The Pastor’s Message

( ←Continued from Page 2)
I anticipate we’ll have another good year of ministry, fellowship, and worship in 2012 and I am grateful to God for the opportunity to be the pastor of such a fine congregation as this! 

God bless one and all.


Grace and Peace, Glenn Ferguson   ( 
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MUMC 2012 Pictorial Directory

This fall, we plan to launch a campaign to update the official MUMC Pictorial Directory.   The 2012 edition is planned for distribution next Spring.   This campaign will provide the following opportunities:

· Didn't like your photo last time?   Submit your own NEW individual or family photograph or we'll take a new one for you; we can scan and use a photo print or you can send it in by email;

· Update your individual or family information, such as children’s ages, new home address, new email address, new telephone or mobile number, etc.;

· List individual or family achievements & accomplishments, such as traveling ministries you've been on or will participate in, recent graduations, new employment opportunities, etc.
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And something new!  We're now able to incorporate "Birthday" pages in the Directory.  No, we don't want to know how old you are, just to share your birth month and day (NOT the year) with those who may have the same date!  More importantly, you'll be able to make a happy wish on someone's special day. 

Let's make the 2012 MUMC Pictorial Directory the best yet!  We need everyone to participate!   Watch for additional announcements in the Sunday bulletins, The Meadowlark, on the Church web site, and the Church Facebook pages.                                         (
Bible Fellowship Study Calendar

December 2011 & January 2012

Monday

Lessons/Lectures 

5

Lesson 11    DLs:  Wally & Paul/Ron

 

 

 

SG - Pp 97-107

 

 

12

Lesson 12     DLs:  Bernie & Ricky

 

 

 

SG- Pp 109-118

 

 

13

Christmas & New Year Break

to

Note:  DLs please contact participants and 

Jan 1st

remind them on returning Monday, Jan. 2
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2012 Stewardship Campaign

MUMC’s 2012 Stewardship Campaign was launched on Consecration Sunday, November 20, 2011.  If you were unable to attend, we’re continuing to collect the cards.  Blank cards may be found in every pew in the Sanctuary and on the table in The Narthex.

We ask that you bring your card with you anytime or complete one at the Church.  Cards may be left in the Financial Secretary’s mailbox sealed in a confidential envelope, mailed to the church, or you can email your discerned contribution to Mel Hooper at webmaster@middletownumcnj.org.  As always, your information is held in strict confidence.                                                              (
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	JANUARY, 2012

	FEBRUARY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	2012
	DECEMBER
	26
	
	27
	
	28
	
	29
	
	30
	
	31

	
	
	
	
	
	
	NEW YEAR’S EVE

	S
	M
	T
	W
	T
	F
	S
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	
	
	
	
	
	

	26
	27
	28
	29
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NEW YEAR’S DAY
	1
	
	2
	
	3
	
	4
	
	5
	
	6
	
	7

	NO Communion
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9:00: Praise Service
	9:30: MDO In Session
	9:30: 
	9:30: MDO In Session
	10:00: Prayer Fellowship
	9:30: MDO In Session
	

	9:15: Sunday School
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10:00: Fellowship Time
	5:30: 
	5:30: 
	5:30: Jr. UMYF
	5:30: 
	5:30: 
	

	10:30: Traditional Service
	6:30: 
	6:30: 
	6:30: Babcock Bells
	6:30: 
	6:30: 
	

	
	7:00: Finance Meets
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	

	7:00: NO Sr. UMYF
	7:30: 
	7:30: 
	7:30: Chancel Choir
	7:30: 
	7:30: 
	

	
	8
	
	9
	
	10
	
	11
	
	12
	
	13
	
	14

	COMMUNION SUNDAY
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9:00: Praise Service
	9:30: MDO In Session
	9:30: 
	9:30: MDO In Session
	10:00: Prayer Fellowship
	9:30: MDO In Session
	

	9:15: Sunday School
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10:00: Fellowship Time
	5:30: 
	5:30: 
	5:30: Jr. UMYF
	5:30: 
	5:30: 
	

	10:30: Traditional Service
	6:30: 
	6:30: 
	6:30: 
	6:30: Babcock Bells
	6:30: 
	

	
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	

	7:00: Sr. UMYF
	7:30: Admin Council
	7:30: 
	7:30: 
	7:30: Chancel Choir
	7:30: 
	

	
	15
	
	16
	
	17
	
	18
	
	19
	
	20
	
	21

	
	M. L. KING DAY
	
	
	
	
	

	9:00: Praise Service
	9:30: MDO Closed
	9:30: 
	9:30: MDO In Session
	10:00: Prayer Fellowship
	9:30: MDO In Session
	

	9:15: Sunday School
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10:00: Fellowship Time
	5:30: 
	5:30: 
	5:30: Jr. UMYF
	5:30: 
	5:30: 
	

	10:30: Traditional Service
	6:30: 
	6:30: 
	6:30: 
	6:30: Babcock Bells
	6:30: 
	

	7:00: Sr. UMYF
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	

	Meadowlark Items Due!
	7:30: Trustees Meet
	7:30: 
	7:30: 
	7:30: Chancel Choir
	7:30: 
	

	
	22
	
	23
	
	24
	
	25
	
	26
	
	27
	
	28

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9:00: Praise Service
	9:30: MDO In Session
	9:30: 
	9:30: MDO In Session
	10:00: Prayer Fellowship
	9:30: MDO In Session
	

	9:15: Sunday School
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10:00: Fellowship Time
	5:30: 
	5:30: 
	5:30: Jr. UMYF
	5:30: 
	5:30: 
	

	10:30: Traditional Service
	6:30: 
	6:30: 
	6:30: 
	6:30: Babcock Bells
	6:30: 
	

	
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	

	7:00: Sr. UMYF
	7:30: 
	7:30: 
	7:30: 
	7:30: Chancel Choir
	7:30: 
	Meadowlark Online

	
	29
	
	30
	
	31
	FEBRUARY
	1
	
	2
	
	3
	
	4

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9:00: Praise Service
	9:30: MDO in Session
	9:30: 
	
	
	
	

	9:15: Sunday School
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10:00: Fellowship Time
	5:30: 
	5:30: 
	
	
	
	

	10:30: Traditional Service
	6:30: 
	6:30: 
	
	
	
	

	7:00: Sr. UMYF
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	
	
	
	

	FAMILY PROMISE
	FAMILY PROMISE
	FAMILY PROMISE
	
	
	
	


Note: Calendar is based on the official MUMC Church Calendar and subject to change as per entries provided by the groups, committees, and organizations represented.

	FEBRUARY, 2012

	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	MARCH, 2012
	JANUARY
	30
	
	31
	FEBRUARY
	1
	
	2
	
	3
	
	4

	
	
	
	
	
	KESWICK WEEKEND
	KESWICK WEEKEND

	S
	M
	T
	W
	T
	F
	S
	
	
	9:30: MDO In Session
	9:30: 
	9:30: MDO In Session
	9:00: Scouts Derby

	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	
	
	12:00: Philathea
	10:00:Prayer Fellowship
	
	

	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	
	
	5:30: Jr. UMYF
	5:30:
	5:30:
	

	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	
	
	6:30: 
	6:30: Bell Choir
	6:30: 
	

	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	
	
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	

	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	
	
	7:30: 
	7:30: Chancel Choir
	7:30:
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	FAMILY PROMISE
	FAMILY PROMISE
	FAMILY PROMISE
	FAMILY PROMISE

	
	5
	
	6
	
	7
	
	8
	
	9
	
	10
	
	11

	COMMUNION SUNDAY
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9:00: Praise Service
	9:30: MDO In Session
	9:30: 
	9:30: MDO In Session
	9:30: 
	9:30: MDO In Session
	8:30: Men’s Breakfast

	9:15: Sunday School
	
	
	12:00: Philathea
	10:00:Prayer Fellowship
	
	

	10:00: Fellowship Time
	5:30: 
	5:30: 
	5:30: Jr. UMYF
	5:30:
	5:30: 
	

	10:30: Traditional Service
	6:30: 
	6:30: 
	6:30: 
	6:30: Bell Choir
	6:30: 
	

	7:00: Sr. UMYF
	7:00: Finance Meets
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	

	7:30: 
	7:30: 
	7:30: 
	7:30: 
	7:30: Chancel Choir
	7:30: 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	12
	
	13
	
	14
	
	15
	
	16
	
	17
	
	18

	
	
	VALENTINE’S DAY
	
	
	
	

	9:00: Praise Service
	9:30: MDO In Session
	9:30: 
	9:30: MDO In Session
	9:30: 
	9:30: MDO In Session
	

	9:15: Sunday School
	
	
	12:00: Philathea
	10:00:Prayer Fellowship
	
	

	10:00: Fellowship Time
	5:30: 
	5:30: 
	5:30: Jr. UMYF
	5:30:
	5:30: 
	

	10:30: Traditional Service
	6:30: 
	6:30: 
	6:30: 
	6:30: Bell Choir
	6:30: 
	

	7:00: Sr. UMYF 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	

	7:30: 
	7:30: Admin Council
	7:30: 
	7:30: 
	7:30: Chancel Choir
	7:30: 
	

	
	
	
	Meadowlark Items Due
	
	
	

	
	19
	
	20
	
	21
	
	22
	
	23
	
	24
	
	25

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9:00: Praise Service
	9:30: MDO In Session
	9:30: 
	9:30: MDO In Session
	9:30: 
	9:30: MDO In Session
	

	9:15: Sunday School
	
	
	12:00: Philathea
	10:00:Prayer Fellowship
	
	

	10:00: Fellowship Time
	5:30: 
	5:30: 
	5:30: Jr. UMYF
	5:30:
	5:30: 
	

	10:30: Traditional Service
	6:30: 
	6:30: 
	6:30: 
	6:30: Bell Choir
	6:30: 
	

	7:00: Sr. UMYF
	7:00:
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	

	7:30: 
	7:30: Trustees Meet
	7:30: 
	7:30: 
	7:30: Chancel Choir
	7:30: 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	26
	
	27
	
	28
	
	29
	MARCH
	1
	
	2
	
	3

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9:00: Praise Service
	9:30: MDO In Session
	9:30: 
	9:30: MDO In Session
	
	
	

	9:15: Sunday School
	
	
	12:00: Philathea
	
	
	

	10:00: Fellowship Time
	5:30: 
	5:30: 
	5:30: Jr. UMYF
	
	
	

	10:30: Traditional Service
	6:30: 
	6:30: 
	6:30: 
	
	
	

	7:00: Sr. UMYF
	7:00:
	7:00: 
	7:00: 
	
	
	

	7:30: 
	7:30: 
	7:30: 
	7:30: 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Note: Calendar is based on the official MUMC Church Calendar and subject to change as per entries provided by the groups, committees, and organizations represented.

	In Our Church Community…

	Joshua – Second Moses?  Precursor of King David?  Type of Savior?

For centuries God had been promising to give the land of Canaan to the family of Abraham.  That promise was fulfilled after Joshua assumed leadership of the wandering Israelite nation when Moses died.  With the seasoned commander Joshua as God’s general, the Lord led the Israelites to take possession of their inheritance.  In the process, the new nation learned unforgettable lessons about God and what it meant to be a citizen of God’s Kingdom.

The Adult Bible Study Class, meeting in the Library on Sundays from 9:15-10:15am, will begin a study of the book of Joshua during the second half of November.  We will be using a study guide from the LifeChange Series which contains excellent background notes, thought-provoking discussion questions and pointed personal applications.  Please watch future Sunday bulletins for more details or see Phil Welch, Jr.                                         (

Calling Bi-Lingual Volunteers!

We are gearing up for Project Homeless Connect and the Point in Time Count in Monmouth County which will take place on Wednesday, January 25, 2012.  We anticipate being in Asbury Park, Freehold, Long Branch and Keansburg and possibly a very limited site in Red Bank to conduct the Point in Time Count.
We are in need of volunteers, both bilingual and those who are not bilingual to assist Monmouth County in the one day Point in Time count of the homeless.  In conjunction with this, Project Homeless Connect will attempt to link homeless individuals and families with housing and other services in order to help them break the cycle of homelessness.  At the Project Homeless Connect (PHC) sites, food and beverages, social services, and health screenings will be available, as well as "giveaways" such as warm clothing and toiletries.
We are looking for bi-lingual volunteers who speak Spanish, Portuguese or Creole to assist us 
(Continued in next column → )

	
	that day for a few hours.  If you are willing to volunteer for this very important event, please contact Judith Diaz at jdiaz@co.monmouth.nj.us to obtain the Volunteer Form for completion and return to fax (732) 845-2054.  We will contact you with a confirmation of site at a later date.
We are also looking for volunteers to help with the setup at the 4 sites the day before the event, Tuesday, January 24, 2012 and at our warehouse in Freehold sorting coats.  If you could offer any assistance with this too, please indicate this on the Volunteer Form.  If you have any questions, please contact Judith Diaz at (732) 683-2174 or myself at (732) 683-2102.

Thank you and Happy Holidays!                                (
Laurie Duhovny, HSAC Coordinator
Monmouth County Department of Human  Services

KESWICK, 2012 IS COMING!

Keswick 2012 is coming!  The event dates are February 3-5, 2012.   For more information, to obtain   the registration forms, and for the Youth & Adult Leaders sign-up sheets, please contact Cecilia Cummins by telephone at (732) 671-8326 or by email at made.by.me@hotmail.com.                         (

2012 RUMMAGE SALE

The Rummage Sale will be held this year on Saturday, March 3, 2012, set up, of course, will be the Friday before on March 2nd.  Time to start going through those closets and attics and bagging all those treasures that you forgot you had or don’t need any more.  As you may or may not know, we take just about anything…toys, sheets, towels, linens, household items, clothes, books, and furniture.  We ask for a bit of help…when bagging clothes, please sort by boys, girls, men, and women and tag the bags accordingly.  Books should be packed separately and when the time gets closer,
(Continued on Page 8 → )
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	In Our Church Community…
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	Church Announcements…

	PLEASE LIFT UP IN YOUR DAILY PRAYER CONCERNS:
*  D. J. Shannon  *  Al Philpot & Family  *  Dianne Thompson’s Mom Lucille Mentzel  *
*  Joan Andersen, Sister-In-Law Elizabeth & Friends Carol and Connie  *  Elaine Bardell  *

*  Linda Bardell’s Cousin Jason  *  Robert Babcock  *  The Corey Family  *  Kathy Faaland  *

*  Eleanor Collier’s Brother Lesly Marteny  *  Elsie Meagher  *  Jayne Moore  *  Tim O’Leary  *
*  John Moricz  *  Diane Nash’s Son-In-Law Danny  *  Richard Smus & Family  *  John Sullivan  *

*  Children and Families In El Salvador  *  Brothers & Sisters serving in the Military & Their Families  *

	2012 RUMMAGE SALE

(( Continued from Page 6)
placed outside the sanctuary.  Just a few “rules”…we do not take exercise equipment, encyclopedias, and no items may be brought after noon on the day of sorting, Friday.  You may bring your items beginning the Sunday before, February 26th…Please not before.  A signup sheet will be placed in the Narthex in a few weeks…we are so hoping that you will find a bit of time to lend a hand on Friday, Saturday or both days.  While this has proven to be a wonderful way to raise money for our mission program it takes a multitude of hands to get the job done.  Please consider helping no matter how small the time.  If there are any questions, you may contact Debbie Vincent by at email debvincent@verizon.net, by telephone at (732) 739-6992, or Carolyn Hooper by email at carhoop@comcast.net, by telephone (732) 706-8039.                                                                                    (

NEW MAILING ADDRESSES!

Mr. & Mrs. M. Parascand

8710 Willow Creek Court

Waxhaw, North Carolina   28173-6561

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Rux

2032 Chalmer Terrace

The Villages, Florida   32162-3444


	
	Upcoming Events, Sessions & Meetings:
(Please see the Church Calendars for specific times.)

Jan. 16, 2011
-
MLK Day – Office Closed

Jan. 16, 2011
-
Trustees Meet
Jan. 19, 2011
-
Women’s Prayer Fellowship
Jan. 19, 2011
-
Bell & Chancel Choirs (1)
Jan. 21, 2011
-
Family Promise Benefit Concert

Jan. 22, 2011
-
Sr. UM Youth Fellowship

Jan. 26, 2011
-
Women’s Prayer Fellowship
Jan. 26, 2011
-
Bell & Chancel Choirs (1)
Jan. 29, 2011
-
Family Promise Host Week

Feb. 01, 2011
-
Philathea Meets

Feb. 02, 2011
-
Bell & Chancel Choirs (1)
Feb. 03, 2011
-
Keswick Weekend

Feb. 06, 2011
-
Finance Committee Meets

Feb. 11, 2011
-
Men’s Breakfast

Sr. High UMYF meets Sundays at 7:00pm*

Jr. High UMYF meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm*

MDO meets Mon., Wed., & Fri. at 9:30am*

* Unless otherwise specified.

(1) Choir rehearsals have been moved to Thursdays!
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